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Meet Heckerty

Relatable witch draws kids in to simple, interactive book.

Devices: iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad, Android, Fire phone, Kindle Fire
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Price: Free (with in-app purchases)
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Category: Education

Meet Heckerty gallery

What parents need to know
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Ease of play
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Very easy to use for kids alone or with an adult.
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Violence & scariness

Not applicable
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Sexy stuff

Not applicable
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Language

Not applicable
Consumerism
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Coloring pages and the language assistant are available for $1 each.
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Drinking, drugs, & smoking

Not applicable

# # # # #

Privacy & safety
# # # # #

The privacy policy explains what information is requested and how it is used. You can connect to the
Internet through the links at the end of the story, but you'll need to be able to read to unlock the grown-ups
section.

Parents need to know that Heckerty is a witch with a green face -- which is an accident -- and makes for a
relatable, fun character for kids. Meet Heckerty introduces kids to Heckerty and her cat, Zanzibar, and
explains how the witch ended up with a green face. The simple, elegant design and animation won't
overwhelm kids with sensory information as some interactive books can. You can connect to Twitter and
Facebook as well as the Internet to access Heckerty's blog and coloring pages, but this is behind a parent
lock.
What kids can learn
Subjects

Language & Reading

Skills

Emotional Development

Engagement

# # # # #

Fun, interactive animations draw kids in. Kids will identify with Heckerty and want to know more about
her.
Learning Approach

# # # # #

Reading is the best way to develop readers. Kids can read themselves, tapping unfamiliar words to hear
them, or listen to the story read by the narrator as they read along.
Support

# # # # #

Clear instructions under "Help & Tips" explain in written form how to navigate the book. Kids can extend
the adventure by reading Heckerty's blog or coloring pages they can print online.
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User reviews

Parents say

Not yet rated

Kids say

Not yet rated

What's it about?
Heckerty is an old witch who enlists the help of her black cat, Zanzibar, to create a potion and cast a spell to make
herself beautiful for her passport picture. Instead of looking for her lost spell book, she tries to remember the spell
on her own, mixes it up, and ends up with a green face rather than a clean face. She realizes that "it's the same me,
even if I don't want to look at myself in a mirror ever again" and asks the reader to be her friend. Kids can choose to
read the story themselves or hear the lovely British-accented professional narration.

Is it any good?
QUALITY

⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆

Heckerty is a witch but not a scary witch -- she's just sometimes who makes a careless mistake, like anyone does.
Her message of self-acceptance and her invitation to kids to be her friend is a great starting point for talking with
kids about loving themselves as they are and being a friend to others. The interactive images are fun to explore with
a bit of witchy-ick factor. On one page, Heckerty's eyebrows are little hairy worms that wriggle across her face. Kids
can tap any word to hear it pronounced in both the read-it-myself and read-to-me versions.

Families can talk about...
Families can talk about Heckerty's decision not to look for her spell book and say the spell from memory and
compare it to times they may take shortcuts.
Talk about Heckerty's face and whether being green changed who she is. Ask kids if they would be Heckerty's
friend. Why, or why not?

App details
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/meet-heckerty#
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Devices:
iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad, Android, Fire phone, Kindle Fire
Price:
Free (with in-app purchases)
Pricing structure:
Free
Release date:
March 27, 2013
Category:
Education
Topics:
Book characters
Size:
32.70 MB
Publisher:
Broomstick Productions inc
Version:
1.1.6
Minimum software
requirements:
iOS 4.3 or later; Android 2.2 or higher
This review of Meet Heckerty was written by
Amanda Bindel

Great handpicked alternatives
! Go Away, Big Green
Monster!
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! The Legend of Spookley
the Square Pumpkin

! The Berenstain Bear
Go on a Ghost Walk

Page 4 of 6

Meet Heckerty App Review

AGE

1/15/15, 9:49 PM

3

AGE

5

AGE

4

For kids who love books and learning about compassion
Best Book Apps for Kids
Games That Support Kindness and Compassion
Browse more apps
iPad apps
Education apps
Apps about Book characters
Top advice and articles
Best First Kids' Apps
Apps and Games to Spark Kindness and Compassion

Download our free app

Common Sense is the nation’s leading independent non-profit organization dedicated to empowering kids to thrive in a world of
media and technology. Families, educators, and policymakers turn to Common Sense for unbiased information and trusted advice to
help them learn how to harness the positive power of media and technology for all kids.

©Common Sense Media Inc. 2015. All rights reserved.
The Common Sense and Common Sense Media names, associated trademarks, and logos, including the Decider Slider and Age
Ratings Bugs, are trademarks of Common Sense Media, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization (FEIN 41-2024986).
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